ANTHONY   EDEN
that in public affairs his first regard was to seek conciliation
and to avoid controversy. For most public men the General
Strike demanded harangues; for Eden it coincided with
silence. He had nothing to say between 24th March and the
beginning of June, and when the General Strike was safely
over he made one or two mild observations on an amend-
ment to the duration of a tariff proposal in the Budget. On
3Oth June he proposed the toast of the Central Asian
Society defining the recently signed treaty with Turkey on
the 'Iraq question as a * satisfactory acceptable and creditable
solution'. Lord Peel and other ornaments of British public
life in the Near, Middle and Far East, made suitable re-
plies.
At the end of July he intervened in the debate on the
debt settlement with France, concluded a few days previ-
ously between Mr. Churchill and M, Caillaux. It was not
in itself a particularly satisfactory bargain. French pay-
ments to Great Britain were no longer to be dependent
upon German payments to France: ^£600,000,000 were to be
wiped off within sixty-two years, but no modification of
America's rigid attitude to inter-Allied debts was obtained.
Once again Eden played the r61e of peacemaker and tried
to extract the formula that would give the House the widest
measure of satisfaction. * I do not think there can be any
doubt', he declared, 'but that it is a step forward to have
secured an agreement at all, and our real regret is that this
which should have been of real benefit to France and to
her credit should have come at a moment when she is un-
dergoing another of her political crises.' 1 He asked that
the subject should not be regarded wholly as a financial
question. It was something far more than that. A very
much wider point of view was needed. * I do not suppose
there is any member of this Committee who has travelled
in France in recent years who has not frequently noticed
that France's indebtedness to us was a subject of anxious
1 The debate coincided with the downfall of the Harriot Government.
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